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Middleton 15 years old
VIPs join the celebration

Astronaut lands at Oakgrove
Don Thomas on space exploration

Mayor tours Monkston & Kents Hill Park
Sam Crooks observes education excellence

Kents Hill Park in new book
Knowledge-rich curriculum praised

Kents Hill Park All-through
• The Learning Rainforest Fieldbook
• MK Dons Surprise Visit
• Scrumdiddlyumptious Topic

Middleton Primary
• Prime Minister’s Visit
• Middleton Top For Attainment in MK
• 15 Year Anniversary

Monkston Primary
• Best Average SATs Scores in MK
• MK Mayor Visit
• Over £1100 Raised For Charity

Oakgrove All-through
• NASA Astronaut Visit
• Sports Award
• Open Days

The start of a new year is when many contemplate what they have achieved in the last 12 months
and begin to focus on fresh goals for the coming year. Reflecting on the successes of the Kingsbridge
Educational Trust’s schools during the autumn term should give all who work so hard in the Trust a
huge sense of pride and the drive to continue to succeed.
Monkston and Middleton had a fantastic start to the academic year with exceptional SATs results,
which were acknowledged by the Government and in the national media. There was also recognition
for Oakgrove, who received two well-deserved accolades, Sport MK’s ‘Secondary School Sports
Achiever of the Year’ and the Art Council England’s accredited ‘Artsmark’ award.
On an official engagement to Milton Keynes, Prime Minister Boris Johnson chose to include Middleton
School in his itinerary, due to its excellent reputation and Ofsted rating. It proved to be a unique
opportunity, not only for the pupils who accompanied the PM on his tour, but also for its staff, who
were encouraged to discuss topical educational priorities with Mr Johnson.
MK Mayor, Councillor Sam Crooks, was also interested to see for himself the work of the Trust’s
schools, when he comprehensively toured Monkston and Kents Hill Park in September. The following
month Oakgrove School were delighted to greet USA based former NASA astronaut, Don Thomas,
who engaged pupils and staff alike with his experiences in space.
There has been a steady stream of parents and prospective pupils attending the Trust’s schools’ Open
Days. Excellent feedback on the warm welcome they received and on the inclusive curriculum and
extra-curricular opportunities offered at each of the schools was testament to the commitment, hard
work and dedication of the Trust’s staff.
The Kingsbridge Educational Trust and Oakgrove School will each launch a new website this term.
The content of the websites will focus on communicating informative and positive messages to
stakeholders and will create a lasting first impression by prominently featuring the many impressive
achievements in the Trust.
Enjoy reading about each of the school’s academic successes, news and activities in this newly
designed edition of Insight.

In the build up to September 2020, Kents Hill
Park held its first ever open day to welcome in
prospective Foundation pupils. Staff were delighted
with the interest from the children and their parents
when showing them around the school’s superb
facilities in the purpose built Early Years setting.

W

ith the Open Day for Foundation, the
prospective Year 7 Open Evening and an
advertising campaign to recruit outstanding
teaching and associate staff, there were many
opportunities to demonstrate how Kents Hill Park, as an
all-through school model, allows pupils to progress in a
thriving community from their first day until Year 11 and
beyond.
The autumn term started on a sweet note, with Curie
class’s Scrumdiddlyumptious topic. The
chocolatey creations
made for homework
left everyone feeling
hungry when the
pupils’ masterpieces
were brought into
school. There was also
a Marvellous Middle
Parent craft morning,
complete with a
green screen with the
power to transport

all to somewhere delicious.
The class dedicated their
time
to
researching,
designing and creating
eye-catching chocolate bar
packaging, but the highlight
of this topic was definitely
a visit from a chocolatier,
which has now created a
class of budding Level 10
Chocolatologists.

Year 4 focused on Groovy Greeks last term with their
very own mini-Olympics to end the topic. Curie class
represented the Spartan State and Parks class took on
the Athenian roles. The Athenians were victorious, with
just a four point difference.
The NSPCC visited the school and the children learnt
how to ‘Speak Out’ and ‘Stay Safe’. The school were also
delighted to welcome The Bridgebuilder Trust to talk to
pupils about new opportunities and how to seize the day.
The charity, based in Milton Keynes, supports schools with
pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
MK Don’s player Jay Bird surprised pupils when he joined
in with their sports session at their Multi Skills afterschool club. The weekly club, run by the MK Dons Sport
and Education Trust, focuses on improving pupil’s ABC’s
- agility, balance, coordination and speed. The sessions
develop each participant’s spatial awareness and their
ability to work as part of a team in fun, multi-directional
activities. Jay made it an after-school club session that the
pupils will never forget.
To improve the mind, body and soul, Curie and Parks
classes participated in yoga sessions. The pupils
thoroughly enjoyed this form of exercise.

MK Dons join sport session
Year 3 staff were delighted that so many parents gave
up their time to join them for an evening of Maths. The
Maths Methods Workshop is a practical session, designed
to explore the four operations and the methods pupils are
taught in Year 3.
The primary and secondary pupils continue to work
collectively and, on one of these occasions, they spent
a fantastic full day at the secondary site. A celebration
assembly and Maths, Drama, French and PE link lessons
brought the whole school together in a very productive
day.
How to say “please” and “thank you”, how to make eye
contact when talking and how to greet each other nicely,
were all part of what was discussed and learned by primary
pupils last term as part of the manners curriculum. Each
week, pupils focus on strengthening a different social skill
and this work will continue throughout the academic year.

A huge well done to Parks and Curie Class for raising £87
for Children in Need by holding a non-uniform day. They
learned how the money donated will make a positive
difference to children’s lives.
Curie and Parks classes had lots of fun in the run up to
the end of term. They showcased their musical talents,
encouraging an audience of proud parents and staff
to join in the festive mood, they enjoyed a delicious
Christmas lunch and the Art and Craft Club made magical
Christmas trees and pop up calendars. The piece de
resistance though was an amazing nativity scene knitted
by the Assistant Headteacher’s grandma.

The strong ethos and traditions already in
place at Kents Hill Park impressed author and
former headteacher Tom Sherrington so much
that he decided to feature the school in his
newly published book, ‘The Learning Rainforest
Fieldbook’.

T

he case study on Kents Hill Park is one of 30 schools
and colleges from the UK and around the world to
feature in Tom’s second book in the series. It explores
how a powerful vision of education can transform lives in
the real world.
The start of the autumn saw Kents Hill Park staff run 10k at
Silverstone. They all agreed that it was a tough, exhausting,
but rewarding beginning to the term.
In September, the school welcomed a new cohort of pupils,
who have settled in really well and by the next academic
year the school will have three year groups and 420 pupils.
The turnout to the prospective Year 7 Open Evening was
fantastic and gave pupils and parents the chance to look
around the school and speak to staff to see for themselves

the academic excellence the school offers to the local
community.
MK Mayor, Councillor Sam Crooks was interested to
hear all about the outstanding teaching and the range of
opportunities for pupils at Kents Hill Park when he visited.
The Head Boy and Head Girl ensured the mayor was
given a comprehensive tour, so that he could observe the
academic lessons in the classroom and the school’s stateof-the-art facilities.
Pupils were very excited when they went to the Royal
Opera House in Covent Garden, London to watch Don
Giovanni, an opera by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. They
thought it was an absolutely stunning performance.
The Year 7s joined with the Year 4s for a day of outdoor
learning activities at the Caldecotte Xperience. They
excelled in their pursuits in a learning programme of
teamwork, friendship and fun.
Year 8 learnt some valuable skills during their First Aid
course, were enthusiastic and engaged well in the sessions.
They represented the school magnificently.
The work produced by pupils entering the ‘War of Words’
writing competition was exceptional. The secondary
library was full of beautiful and emotive pieces created by
some of the Year 7 and 8 pupils.
Following the success of the primary yoga sessions,
Year 8 have participated in their first ever yoga session.
The session focused on and reinforced what the pupils
have learnt in RE about meditation and the importance
of encouraging a healthy body and mind. The school
will continue to provide further sessions, as the pupils
enjoyed it so much and were enthusiastic for the lessons
to continue.

MK Mayor at Kents Hill Park
A fantastic time was had by pupils at the Open
University Moon Night. They attended lectures and
workshops and visited the planetarium, handling ‘real’
moon rocks and meteorites. Five of the pupils asked
professors questions in front of an audience, which the
organisers of the evening were very impressed with.
Kents Hill Park were pleased to contribute to the
Milton Keynes Food Bank last term. Pupil’s hard work in
collecting numerous items from the school’s generous
Year 7s and 8s paid off, as they were lucky enough
to visit the Food Bank and see first-hand where their
donations will go.
The school has launched a ‘Minute to Win it’
lunchtime club. Pupils are encouraged to work on
their concentration and fine motor skills, by competing
against the clock in various challenges.
Congratulations to the secondary girls team for
winning the Milton Keynes rounders league final. The
school’s trophy cabinet is starting to fill. A huge well
done also to three Year 8 boys, who competed in the
Youth Development National League Athletics finals in
Manchester. They won two golds, three silvers and two
bronze medals.

KHP features in Tom
Sherrington’s new
book,
‘The Learning
Rainforest
Fieldbook’.

What a start to the academic year it has been
for Middleton Primary School. A visit from the
Prime Minister; the school being ranked first for
attainment in Milton Keynes and placed as the 8th
highest performing large primary in the country for
its SATs results; recognised by the Sunday Times
as one of the top performing primary schools in
the country and given a five star rating by school
comparison website School Guide. This, all in the
midst of Middleton commemorating its 15 year
anniversary.

T

here was much excitement when pupils were
informed that a very special guest would be visiting
the school to see all the fantastic work they have
been doing and that there would be camera crews and
photographers coming too. That special guest was none
other than the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson. He was
accompanied by the then local MP Mark Lancaster, and
they were both given a tour of the school by two Year
6 pupils and they met other
children who were busy
in the classroom solving
problems on laptops. They
also joined another class to
participate with them in their
creative art and answered
some very well-thought
through questions from Pupil
Voice. Following his visit,
the Prime Minster thanked
Middleton in a letter, stating:
“It was a pleasure to meet all
of your outstanding teachers
and brilliant pupils….I was
delighted to witness first
hand children getting a truly
world-class education at
Middleton Primary.”

For the second year running, Middleton has been ranked
first for attainment in Milton Keynes, in the Department
for Education Key Stage 2 SATs performance tables.
It was also placed as the 8th highest performing large
primary school in the country. The league tables are

Prime Minister
Boris Johnson
visits Middleton

a reflection of how hard the children work and their
positive attitude to learning. Everyone at Middleton
works extremely diligently to ensure that all children
leave the school at the end of Year 6 equipped with the
skills and knowledge they need to succeed at secondary
school. A huge thanks must go to the children, parents,
carers, staff and governors for their continued efforts,
ensuring the school’s success once again.

Time capsule messages
Middleton School were delighted to be joined by some
special VIPs on their 15 year anniversary, to help staff and
pupils commemorate and reflect on what the school has
achieved since it opened in 2004 and to imagine what the
school will be like in 2034. Bearemy, from the Build a Bear
workshop, MK Mayor and former Governor, Sam Crooks
and previous Headteacher Jane Miller came together with
pupils from the school council to mark the occasion by
burying a time capsule filled to the brim with memories
and messages.
As a result of Middleton’s dedication to academic
excellence, the school was awarded five stars by review
website School Guide. The school comparison website
analysed official Department for Education performance
data and statistics from 2018 and then ranked 24,000
primary schools in the UK. The star ratings, which range
from 1-5, are used alongside local information to help
parents make an informed choice in finding the best school
for their child.

Year 2 discussed heroes in everyday life. They focused
on The Great Fire of London and developed their
understanding of numbers through place value and
addition and subtraction methods.
Year 3 studied text and biographies on Lewis Caroll and
in science they investigated forces, magnets and other
different materials. For their ‘Mountains and Rivers’
topic they went on a Parks Trust walk. Year 4’s topic was
‘Empires and Eruptions’, where the children learnt about
the Romans and volcanoes. Pupils also visited the MK
Discovery Centre and ended the topic with a ‘Volcano
Day’.
‘Off with her Head!’ was Year 5’s topic. The children learnt
about the Tudors and explored the social, religious and
political features of the time. They also learnt about the
human and physical features of London during the Tudor
era. The topic for Year 6 last term was “Britain at War”.
The children visited Bletchley Park at the culmination of
the topic.
After nine matches and almost two hours of badminton
Middleton’s Year 4/5 team finished in silver medal position
at the MK Finals. The event was held at the National
Badminton Centre. Year 4 pupils represented Middleton
at the MK Swimming Gala and raced in front crawl, breast
stroke, backstroke and freestyle. They finished 4th, only
one point off bronze. Six other Year 4 pupils joined with
Langland School pupils to create a hybrid team, so that
their students still had the opportunity to race. All of the
pupils were outstanding ambassadors for the school.

The Sunday Times also acknowledged Middleton in the
2019 Best Primary Schools in England tables, placing
Middleton 39th in the country.
The school’s open days were very well attended, with
prospective pupils and their parents eager to see what
enriching learning opportunities Middleton can offer them.
The curriculum was jam packed, with new learning
opportunities in the autumn term. Foundation studied
‘numbers and patterns’ and ‘letters and sounds’ and Year
1 focused on non-fiction texts detailing maps, globes and
oceans and found out about various significant famous
people from the past.

Middleton held a very successful Christmas fayre, where
reindeer food was a particular hit. Pupils also enjoyed a
winter sing-a-long concert, a nativity and Christmas discos,
to name but a few of the festive treats to end the term.

There was much to celebrate academically at
Monkston during the Autumn term. The school
achieved the best average SATs scores in reading
and mathematics in Milton Keynes. In the
Department for Education’s overall performance
tables, Monkston was ranked 18th out of 20,553
schools nationally for the percentage of pupils
achieving a combined greater depth score.

M

onkston’s results show how well on average their
pupils performed in their Key Stage 2 reading
and maths tests and their ‘scaled score’ was the
higher standard of 112 in mathematics and 110 reading.
The new government standard scores were set for the
first time in 2016, to provide information about pupils
who across England are achieving in the top 5% and
who are ‘working at a greater depth within the expected
standard’.
With 88% of pupils meeting the expected
standard, 48% achieving at a higher standard
and with reading, writing and mathematics
SATs results all ‘well above average’, the
school are absolutely delighted with these
fantastic results. The children at Monkston
learn in an inspiring and motivating setting by
enthusiastic, professional and conscientious
staff, who work tirelessly to ensure that the
children achieve to the best of their abilities.

Monkston during the term and discussed the exciting
topics that Monkston pupils will be studying over the
coming year. He also had a tour of the children’s learning
environment and awarded achievement certificates at the
school’s morning assembly.
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle was one of the school’s
themes as the pupils thought about the impact on
the planet and in particular, the amount of single-use
plastic used. Working together with All Saints Church,

The school held an open morning in
November. It was fantastic to see so many
prospective children eager to join Monkston
in September 2020.
In this years intake of new pupils it was
lovely to welcome the newest additions
to the Monkston family as the Reception
children joined. They settled in really well
and have had a lot of fun in the first term.
With a professional background in education,
MK Mayor, Councillor Sam Crooks, visited

MK Mayor visits Monkston

Middleton Primary and Oakgrove Primary
have contributed to a community display to
promote the importance of caring for the
world.
Lots of families brought in food donations
for the MK Food Bank, so much so, that the
staff were completely overwhelmed with kind
contributions and it certainly kept the school
council pupils busy packing all of it up.
It was wonderful to welcome so many
parents into school for the first reading
drop-in. Monkston was buzzing with excited
participants listening to and reading books
and sharing their favourite stories. The school
is hoping that this regular event encourages
families to share a love of reading.

Settling into school

The Year 6 Careers Fair was an inspiring opportunity for
pupils to learn about different career options and for
them to explore the educational path that they would
need to follow to pursue their favoured occupation.
Pupils were invited to wear non-school uniform in
November and donate £1 in order to support the
Children in Need campaign. The school also sold
wristbands to further boost the collection. A fantastic
£465.50 was raised.
Monkston’s cross country team took part in a Milton
Keynes Cross Country event at MK Bowl. All of the
children competed with determination, which was
certainly needed when running up some of the steep

MK Food Bank donations

hills. Three Monkston pupils finished in the top 10 of
their age categories out of over 100 runners.
Discos, nativities, Christmas lunch and carol concerts
were all enjoyed by the children in the run up to the end
of term and the school’s Christmas charity collection
was this year for local MK charity ‘Emily’s Star’. Parents
and staff donated a new book, which meant the school
was able to share the gift of reading to children in Milton
Keynes University Hospital. Christmas jumperand
productions day also raised £471.28 for the Brighter
Future children’s charity in India, to ensure they had a
wonderful Christmas too.
There was some very sad news last term with the loss
of one of Monkston’s valued teachers.
A memory book was opened and
there has been some very touching
and beautiful messages written in it.
Generous donations were made to
Willen Hospice and the MK Cancer
Trust. Monkston is a strong school
community and has had tremendous
support from parents.

Oakgrove had an ‘out of this world’ guest
visitor to the school from his home country in
the USA in the Autumn term. NASA Astronaut
Don Thomas was able to answer all of the
important questions the children had during
his presentation, such as “What is it like to
eat, sleep and go to the toilet in space?”

T

he Ohio born
astronaut,
who has flown
four space shuttle
missions during his
20 year career with
NASA, explained to
pupils how gravity
affects the things
that people take
for granted every
day, such as the
necessity in space
to sleep strapped
down with arms
folded and eating and drinking from sealed pouches. The
pupils, who listened in awe to his first-hand experiences
during his presentation, had the opportunity to ask lots of
questions afterwards, when the veteran astronaut visited
their classrooms to look at the work they have been doing
on their topic of space. It was a truly unique afternoon for
pupils and staff alike.
The beginning of the new academic year is always an
exciting one, welcoming in new starters to the school.
All have settled in well and the classrooms have been
buzzing and active with children engaged in new
activities.
November was a busy month for open days, the school
held one for prospective nursery places and one for
Foundation. Both were fully attended, with parents eager
to hear about the learning on offer in an all-through school.

Pupils have been learning about the effects of the
overuse of plastic on the planet. Their fantastic work
went on display at All Saints Church’s Plastic Awareness
Exhibition.
Superheroes were the topic that Year 1 were engaged
with last term. They designed and created their own
characters, houses and vehicles and wrote stories to
bring them to life. Year 1 have also been learning about
Diwali. Some children shared with their classes how
they celebrate Diwali and they enjoyed drawing Rangoli
patterns on the playground to welcome the Goddess
Lakshmi into the school.

Superhero masks
Year 2 were treated to a cello demonstration by Oakgrove
pupils, who have been learning to play the cello for a year
at school. They also took part in a question and answer
session, with some very interesting and thoughtful
questions asked.

The school’s new Outdoor Adventure
Activities club is proving to be very
popular with Year 5 and 6 pupils. They
put their engineering skills to the test
and built bridges that they could climb
over.
A group of Year 5 and Year 6 pupils
took part in a local schools badminton
festival at Middleton Primary School
and had a great time putting their
sporting skills to the test.
Mr Parrella and Mrs Porritt were
delighted to receive the School Games
Gold Award in assembly. Both Mr
Parrella and Mrs Porritt put so much
effort into ensuring all pupils have the
best opportunities at Oakgrove’s after
school sport clubs, fixtures and festivals.
Unkind words and name calling were the subjects in
an interesting Year 2 PSHE lesson. The pupils passed
around an apple and whispered unkind things to it and
then passed around another apple and whispered kind
words to it. The children noticed that when they cut
open both apples, the apple they had said unkind words
to was hurt on the inside. They used this analogy to talk
about how unkind words can hurt people internally and
that they may not always see it.

The school’s winning entry for the Milton Keynes Brick
Festival 2 was the “Batbase”. The festival took place in
November at Stantonbury Leisure Centre and featured
many creations and displays from talented builders.

Year 3 enjoyed their Chocolate Workshop day, as chocolate
tasters and inventors and Year 4 learnt about safety in the
science lab over a two week period. They really enjoyed
their lesson on how to use the Bunsen burners to boil
water.

The last day of term was celebrated with a traditional
Christmas carol concert, which was a wonderful way to
get everyone in the festive mood.

Outdoor adventures
Year 5 explored how solids, liquids and gases behave. They
wondered whether jelly, bubbles and cornflour were solid,
liquid or gas and found out that they could squash and
weigh air.

Two prestigious awards from Artsmark
and Sport MK were fantastic accolades
to receive during last term and much
deserved by the Art and PE departments
due to all their hard work and dedication.

A

rtsmark is the only creative quality standard for
schools and education settings, accredited by
Arts Council England and Sport MK’s annual
awards are presented to acknowledge outstanding
amateur achievements in Sport. This is either through
outstanding personal performance or through a
contribution an individual may make as an organiser
and administrator to the development of participation
or standards of performance in Sport. To receive both
these awards during the autumn term gave the school
a tremendous boost to the start of the academic year.
The open evening for prospective Year 7s and
sixth formers were very well attended, with staff
and students on hand to offer tours and answer
questions. Presentations throughout both evenings
demonstrated the excellent curriculum Oakgrove
offers and the high ambition it has for all of its pupils.
A display of ceramic poppies, clearly visible from the
main road, were put on display by Oakgrove School
pupils in honour of the armed forces who lost their
lives during and since World War One. From Armistice
Day in 2018 to the last one in November, pupils
worked on a variety of artworks, including a creation
constructed with handmade felt poppies, which hung

in the school’s canteen, a piece using origami poppies
and the ceramic artwork, which was displayed at the
front of the school for the local community to enjoy.

Year 10, on arrival at Wadham College, Oxford, thought
that it looked like a daunting place, from the size of
the buildings, the huge open verges of grass and
the extraordinary scenery. Greeted by Dr Catherine
Seed, they instantly felt welcome. They visited the
postgraduate research centre, attended talks on law
and neuroscience and had a tour of Wadham by two of
the college’s students. They also had the opportunity
to visit the natural history museum, which
provided the pupils with an insight into life
as a student at the university and helped
them cement what they would like to do
with their futures.
Oakgrove’s playing fields are in the process
of being re-seeded, de-compacted, weeded
and top-dressed. When fully completed,
pupils will benefit from a more superior
quality playing field. The work will be
carried out on 15,000 square metres of the
field each year for the next three years.

Following a very successful Book Week, the school was
visited by Joe Craig, author of the Jimmy Coates Killer
series. Joe had the audience of Year 7 and 8 pupils
engrossed in his tales from childhood, although by
his own admittance, there were many embellishments
to his stories to demonstrate to pupils how a vivid
imagination can inspire writing. The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed his visit and his books flew off the shelves.
The school held a competition in honour of Joe’s visit
and pupils were invited to draw their own superhero
and write an opening chapter to their own spy thriller.

There was plenty of seasonal cheer in
December with Waitrose presenting
Oakgrove with two real 6ft Christmas
fir trees, one for the secondary and
one for the primary. The trees were
beautifully decorated in time for the
school’s Christmas celebrations. This
is the second year running that the
supermarket has generously donated
Christmas trees, not only for Oakgrove
but for the rest of the schools in the
Trust. Families who won the trees, after
their names were picked out of a hat,
were delighted to be able to enjoy the
trees in their homes once the school
closed for the festive break.
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