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Kingsbridge Educational Trust schools were 
incredibly busy during the spring term, if the 
enormous variety of good news and activities 
featured in this issue are to go by.

A letter from the Secretary of State for 
Education, Damian Hinds, was received by 
Middleton Primary, congratulating the school 
on their very high standard of achievement, 
hard work and professionalism, which was 
well deserved. 

Iain Stewart, MP, toured Kents Hill Park 
school and was extremely impressed by what 
he observed. Monkston Primary raised an 
impressive £900 for local charity, ‘Mad About 
Harry’ and the police paid a community visit 
to talk to the children at Oakgrove Primary 
and Nursery. 

Following a number of pupils expressing 
an interest in working in the NHS on their 
career plans, Oakgrove Secondary invited 

professionals into the school to talk to 
the students about how rewarding and 
challenging a career with one of the biggest 
employers in the world would be.

Knife crime has been a constant theme 
in the news, so the timely production of 
‘Breaking the Chain’ performed to pupils, 
staff and parents at Kents Hill Park and 
Oakgrove schools was a truly thought 
provoking piece of theatre. 

Across all of the KET schools there has been 
an overwhelming number of applications 
to join in September 2019. Oakgrove 
received 1157 applicants for 300 Year 7 
places and there were 396 applications 
for 120 Year 7 places at Kents Hill Park. 
This is the first year that Oakgrove, as an 
‘all through’ school, has welcomed pupils 
transferring from the primary into Year 
7, enabling a seamless transition into a 
familiar school environment.

Peter Barnes
CEO

‘Kaleidoscope of Butterflies’
Oakgrove Primary and Nursery

http://www.ket.education


It has been another fantastic term, with so many 
successes, on top of the pupils’ hard work and academic 
focus.

Kents Hill Park pupils took part in some 
interesting activities during the spring 
term and the subjects they studied were 

brought to life with some fascinating visitors to 
the school. 

Geologists from the Open 
University left pupils in awe, 
when they informed them 
that millions of years ago 
Milton Keynes was, not only 
once under water, but also 
had been sited at the southern 
edge of the ice shelf and had 
previously been a desert. 
These amazing facts were 
shared during a detailed and 
fascinating presentation by 
the geologists from the OU’s 
School of Environment, Earth 
and Ecosystem Sciences. 
The visit formed part of the pupils’ learning 
on ‘Peaks, Summits and Mountaineers’. The 
children also looked at mountains across the 
globe, including ‘The Three Peaks’ in England, 
Scotland and Wales and the Alps in Europe. 
They travelled back in time to 1953 to find out 
who was first to the summit of Mount Everest 
and they also used Lego to build an amazing 
model of a mountain. 

The topic concluded with a visit from James 
Whittle, an adventurer and mountaineer, who 
shared his experience of climbing Mont Blanc 

and rowing the Atlantic. He explained his plans for 
his next adventure - to scale El Capitan in Yosemite 
National park in the USA. The children asked many 
questions and were amazed to hear about his 
experiences of climbing various mountains around 
the world. 

From the start, pupils immersed 
themselves in their study of World 
War Two. They began with very limited 
knowledge, but worked hard to learn 
key facts and have become expert war 
historians on the topic. They were 
fascinated when they heard first-hand 
about what it was like being a child 
during WW2. A local resident showed 
them a genuine identity card and ration 
book. They also learned there were no 
televisions, mobile phones or central 
heating.

A second visitor, who is a member of the British 
Evacuees Association, told the children about his 
evacuation to a farm in Cornwall. The children 
loved seeing his photographs and listening to his 
stories. Then a trip to Holdenby House gave the 
pupils the opportunity to travel back in time as 
evacuees to 1942. They learned about wartime life 
and absolutely loved the experience.

Pupils had a fantastic day being engineers; the day 
began with a visitor from Rockwell Automation, 
who shared with them the amazing work engineers 
do and what skills and qualifications are needed to 
have a career in the industry.

Over 50 teddy bear clutching, pyjama wearing 
pupils, parents and teachers let their imaginations 
run wild at the school’s first-ever evening of 



bedtime storytelling. Designed to engage 
and inspire the creativity of the pupils and 
to help promote reading between parents 
and children at home, readers told aloud 
stories of adventure and tales of magical 
lands, whilst cups of hot chocolate were 
enjoyed by all. Creating a relaxing reading 
environment, teaching staff had set up 
tents and dens with twinkly lights, which 
added to the atmosphere of a fun and 
entertaining evening.

Themed Days
On World Book Day, it was clear to see the 
children’s joy of reading from the effort 
they made with their costumes and with 
the work they completed throughout 
the day. During Pi Day, Year 3 pupils took 
part in an English and Art lesson linked 
to Pi. Pupils’ awareness of the NSPCC was 
raised on Number Day and they learned 
the importance of asking for permission 
when using the internet on Safer Internet 
Day. 

Science Week was a fantastic opportunity 
to dive into daily practical experiments, 
ranging from investigating how germs grow 
and spread, to looking at coloured celery 
under the microscopes. 

Kents Hill Park School took part in a variety 
of sports festivals this term, with pupils 
demonstrating their excellent team work 
skills and talents in netball, hockey and 
football. At Lord Grey School, the children 
enjoyed a range of activities, that developed 
their badminton skills and hockey was the 
focus of the Quick Sticks festival at Shenley 
Brook End School. 

Pupils have continued to enjoy learning 
footballing skills with an MK Dons Sports 
Coach. Next half term the school is offering 
a Multi-skills Club and a Computer Club. 

Holdenby House

https://www.kentshillpark.school


Kents Hill Park was delighted to welcome Iain Stewart, 
MP, on his visit to the school to see for himself what 
an exceptional learning environment the pupils benefit 
from.

The local MP was given a guided tour of 
the school’s state-of-the-art facilities by 
the school’s Head Boy, Head Girl and their 

Deputies. He met with the School Council to 
discuss his work as a Member of Parliament 
and as Assistant Whip. The Council also asked 
some probing questions on the hot political 
topics of the day, including Brexit.

The School Council has regular meetings 
attended by enthusiastic members. High on 
the Council’s agenda is the development of the 
house system across the school. 

Kents Hill Park’s first-ever subject parents’ 
evenings were held this term and it was a real 
pleasure to hear all the positive things that 
staff had to say about our wonderful Year 7s. 
It was also very encouraging to hear so many 
positive comments from parents on what the 
school has achieved so far. 

A group of students participated in MK Futures 
Day, assisting with the potential planning of the 
development of Milton Keynes. They worked 
with other MK schools, town planners and 
councillors and, as the youngest year group 
there, they acquitted themselves brilliantly.

Be the solution, not the 
problem, was the powerful 
message on knife crime 
from theatre company, 
Alter Ego, when they 
performed ‘Breaking 
the Chain’ to Year 7s. 
As part of Safer MK’s 
awareness campaign 
on knife crime, Kents 
Hill Park also hosted the 
evening performance 
to parents from all MK 
secondary schools and  to 
local professionals.

For our first-ever Science Week, the students 
got involved in an array of interesting activities. 
They visited the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham, 
participated in a Sports Science Day and exploded 
methane bubbles and dropped eggs from the 
second floor of the school to see which survived. 

Our librarians transformed the library 
into a pop-up reading café, 

where pupils were ‘served’ 
extracts from books, that 

they hadn’t read before, 
in a bid to inspire them 
try a new book. Drop 
Everything And Read 
(DEAR) is now fully part 
of our curriculum and 
the pupils are enjoying 
some challenging and 

stimulating texts, both 
new and classic. 



Year 7 girls Football Activators 
met the England Lionesses 
and former England/Arsenal 
Captain, Faye White, during a 
Youth Sport Trust and Football 
Association Day. The event 
was organised to encourage 
more girls to participate in 
football and to create the 
next generation of female 
footballers, coaches and 
volunteers. 

There have been some 
notable victories during our 
sports fixtures, including a 22-0 win in 
netball and, as we move towards the end 
of the season, several teams are at the top, 
or close to the top in their leagues. This is 
a fantastic achievement for a school with 
only 120 pupils and we look forward to our 
first piece of silverware. 

Coding club grows each week and the 
students have been programming Microbits 
and using Python regularly. Board Games 
Club is also growing steadily in numbers 
and Dance club has started this term with 
both boys and girls demonstrating some 
exceptional skills. 

Miss Asare, KHP’s Art and DT technician, deservedly received rave reviews 
after she exhibited her work at the ‘Expressions of the Black British 
Experience’ in London’s OXO Tower Wharf. She also visited Oakgrove 
during the spring term to help inspire some of the Year 11 students in their 
creative work.

OXO Art Exhibition

https://www.kentshillpark.school


The letter, jointly signed by the Secretary 
of  State and the Minister of State for 
School Standards, Nick Gibb, stated that 

Middleton has improved the percentage of 
pupils achieving the expected standard in 
reading, writing and mathematics for the 
second year in a row. The school will continue 
its resolve to ensure that our pupils succeed 
and be the very best that they can be. 

Middleton now has four new outdoor table 
tennis tables in the main playground, thanks 
to the Friends of Middleton. The volunteers 
organised various fund-raising events 
throughout the year to enable the children to 
enjoy this fun sport. 

The new modular classrooms are now being 
used as additional teaching spaces for Years 5-6 
and there are future plans for the rooms to be 
used for extra-curricular activities also.

The sponsored Fun Run in September 2017 
seems a very distant memory now, but we are 
delighted that the installation of our long jump 
pit is now complete. The children are excited to 
use it during athletics in the summer term.

Staff and children wore non-school uniform, 
that included an item of red clothing, for Comic 
Relief and raised a fantastic £582.95. 
Biscuit decorating, word searches 
and designing red noses were 
just some of the fun activities 
that the children enjoyed.

World Book Day brought 
the whole school 
together, with staff and 
pupils dressing as their 
favourite book character. 
They also brought in their 
own books to share with the 
rest of their class. The theme 
for this year was recycling and 

plastic pollution, so where possible, costumes 
were homemade or recycled.

Foundation focused on different occupations and 
the ‘people who help us’ in the spring term. Pupils 
met various professionals and enjoyed learning 
about their roles. They also had lots of fun with the 
‘retelling stories’ topic and went on an adventure 
into the Poplar Woods on a ‘Gruffalo’ walk to meet 
characters from the book. 

Year 1 studied ‘Earth and Space’ by reading stories 
to inspire their work. They also learned about 
different towns, cities and villages, with a focus on 
making a brochure about Milton Keynes. Similarly, 
Year 2 explored their local surroundings, making 
comparisons between the geography of the area, 
now and in the past. Their topic ‘Digging for 
Dinosaurs’ meant reading a variety of fiction and 
non-fiction texts linked to dinosaurs, including the 
Harry and the Dinosaur series by Ian Whybrow. 
They also discovered different continents, oceans 
and planets and the topic concluded with an 
exciting trip to the National Space Centre 
in Leicester. 

Middleton had a fantastic start to February when 
a letter from the Secretary of State for Education, 
Damian Hinds, arrived at the school to congratulate 
staff on a very high standard of academic achievement 
and for their hard work and professionalism.



Dressed for the occasion, Year 4 became 
Greeks for the day and made mosaics, 
painted tiles and took part in the Festival 
of Dionysus. Year 5 made herbal remedies, 
cast runes from clay, and got involved with 
an archaeological dig. This all took place in 
the school hall, which was transformed into 
a Viking village for the day.

Iceland, the Galapagos Islands and the 
Mayan civilisation were all studied as part 
of Year 6’s topic, ‘Weird and Wonderful 
World’. Pupils also worked very hard this 
term to revise and prepare for their SATs in 
May and we hope that the extra morning 
booster sessions held during the Easter 
holidays will help to give them the extra 
impetus to do well.

There have been many sporting triumphs. A 
Year 2 pupil won first place in a kickboxing 
competition in Birmingham, the senior 
boys football team were runners-up in the 
league, and both of Middleton’s tag rugby 
league teams won gold medals for topping 
their groups. Other accolades included 
the school being placed as third best in 
Buckinghamshire in badminton and the 
senior indoor athletics team being placed 
third in the MK Finals.

Most year groups got involved 
in a week of rugby camp in 
February, which was extremely 
successful and popular and 
led to ‘non contact’ and 
‘introduction to contact’ rugby 
camps being organised for the 
Easter holidays.

Middleton won Gold and Silver 
in the primary music instrument 
festival. The children worked 
hard and put in so much effort, 
practising at home and at 
school. We were very proud of 
their outstanding efforts. 

The choir had an amazing time at the Young 
Voices concert, joining over 7,000 other 
children to form the world’s largest school 
choir. The children put their hearts and 
souls into their performance.

The spring term ended symbolically with 
the hatching of our chicks, much to the 
sheer delight of the children. As part of 
their topic on life cycles, hatching kits were 
delivered to the school, which contained 
eggs and all the equipment needed for 
successful hatching and for the care of the 
baby birds, once they were free from their 
shells. Foundation pupils enjoyed learning 
about the different breeds and holding the 
chicks, who all had their own individual 
personalities. 

‘Wonderland’ was Year 
3’s cross-curricular topic. 
The children read ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’, wrote diary 
entries and composed 
and delivered their own 
poetry. A performance 
of the Lewis Carroll book, 
by M and M Theatre 
Company, brought the 
story to life.

‘Alice In Wonderland’

http://www.middletonschool.org


Pupils’ writing journeys are showing a 
clearer path of progress, across every 
year group, enabling children to feel 

confident in their own writing. Monkston 
will continue to progress this, so that the 
opportunities in the text types studied in 
literacy will be more evident and to ensure 
this develops in other subjects too, such as in 
geography, history and science. 

Pupils have been involved in many fantastic 
events at the school and have had numerous 
achievements to celebrate. Early in the 

Monkston has had a busy 
spring term with the main 
focus being on revamping 
the current literacy writing 
strategy and scrutinising 
how writing is used in all 
other curriculum areas. So 
far, the overhaul has been 
a roaring success. 

spring term, Monkston held its annual Science 
Day, inviting in parents for the afternoon to 
help their children with science investigations. 
The event was very successful, with parents 
spending time in their child’s classroom helping 
to set up experiments and to record results. 
The ‘Will the Egg Break?’ investigation in Year 
4 was particularly popular. World Book Day 
was also thoroughly enjoyed by all, with M&M 
productions performing the story of ‘The Railway 
Children’. Pupils loved bringing in their favourite 
bedtime stories and wearing their pyjamas.

There have been a number of class trips 
and themed events. Year 5 concluded their 
recent music unit of work, which focused on 
rock appreciation, by holding their very own 
Monksfest! This meant the whole year group 
attended their first ‘rock gig’ in the school hall 
and watched live stage recordings of artists 
performing songs that they had learnt. They 
had a fantastic afternoon rocking out to classics, 
such as ‘Living on a Prayer’ and ‘Smoke on the 
Water’. 

Year 5 also had a very educational and 
entertaining morning at the Milton Keynes 
Recycling Centre. With a dedicated education 
room and teaching team, the children learnt 
about the importance of recycling and they 
sorted various items themselves on a mini 
conveyor belt. They are all now recycling 
enthusiasts in the making.  



Years 3 and 4 went down a storm when 
they performed their annual productions 
to the rest of the school and to parents. 
Year 4 wowed the audience with ‘Rock 
Bottom’, linking nicely with their history 
topic on the Stone Age. Year 3 successfully 
presented their rendition of ‘Mermaids 
vs. Pirates’. 

Achievements have included our 
woodwind and string players winning 
silver at the Music Festival. In sport, our 
new hockey team showed very promising 
skills at a recent tournament.  

We are looking forward to the last term of 
the academic year. Exciting opportunities 
for our pupils to get involved in will include, 
a visit to Oakgrove for our musically More 
Able and Motivated children to record 

their work in a professional studio; a trip 
to Bhaktivedanta Manor for Year 3, who 
are studying Hinduism; our International 
Food Festival; and the Monkston Mini-
Marathon, to name but a few.

British Values Week is an important event 
for Monkston. It helps us to remind the 
children of the merit of having values, 
to keep everyone happy and safe and to 
become successful and confident citizens 
of the world. British Values directly feed 
into our own Monkston Values, which all 
children and staff follow on a daily basis. 
The school held a poster competition 
and every child got involved, by choosing 
one of the British Values to use in their 
design. The winning posters now have 
pride of place in our entrance foyer. 

British Values directly 
feed into our own 

Monkston Values, which 
all children and staff 

follow on a daily basis

http://www.monkston.org


The topics studied by the children this 
term were brought alive by the visits 
that pupils made to interesting places 

outside of school, and by the fascinating 
experts invited in. Year 3 went to ‘The Living 
Rainforest’, as part of their topic on Brazil, 
Foundation enjoyed a performance of ‘Zog’ 
at the theatre and Year 5 sparked their 
imaginations and creatively wrote Ancient 
Greek myths, following a three day Lowther 
Adventure residential stay near Kettering. 
 

A mountaineer visited the school to talk 
to Year 3 about his expedition to Mount 
Everest, as part of their topic on mountains. 
This helped the children fully appreciate and 
visualise his exhilarating journey. 

Oakgrove’s Foundation pupils were very 
excited when the local police stopped by 
and, as well as setting off the blue lights and 
sirens, the children enjoyed sitting in the 
police car and looking at the equipment they 
use every day in their work.

Oakgrove pupils enjoyed outdoor activities in both the 
snow and ‘summer like’ temperatures, all in less than a 
month due to the peculiarity of the winter term weather. 
They built snowmen and scientifically tested the melting of 
compacted and non-compacted snow with thermometers. 
Then, when the temperature unseasonably reached the 
high teens, they planted vegetables, including broad 
beans and potatoes. 

There were many music opportunities on offer 
at Oakgrove last term. A group of nine Oakgrove 
violinists represented the school at the MK 
Primary Music Festival and they thoroughly 
enjoyed their experience. Year 4 have continued 
to learn to play the clarineo - a lighter version of 
the clarinet. Since September, a specialist music 
teacher has regularly tutored the children and 
they are now composing, as well as competently 
playing the instrument.

The school was delighted to welcome 
parents in to Nursery and Foundation 
towards the end of the term for the 
‘Learning Together’ sessions. It was 
great that so many took the time to 
see for themselves how the children 
learn through play at Oakgrove.
 
Three Year 9 pupils taught a 
fantastic French lesson to our Year 
3s, introducing them to lots of new 
words. The lesson focused on what 
they might need in a survival kit.

The Living Rainforest

Lowther residential trip



At Oakgrove Primary and Nursery we pride 
ourselves on bringing the whole school 
together for collaborative projects, such 
as our kaleidoscope of butterflies. Every 
butterfly in the art display was decorated 
individually by both the children and staff.  

Author, illustrator and comedian, Olaf 
Falafel, highly amused pupils on his visit to 
the school, when he read from his recently 
published new book, ‘It’s One Giant Leek 
for Mankind’. Oakgrove pupils listened 
intently to Olaf talking about his work and 
he also gave the children a masterclass in 
how to draw illustrations.

We look forward to the exciting 
opportunities afforded by the good 
weather and the lighter days during the 
summer term.

Starship Technologies
Another guest, this time not human, 
roamed into one of the school’s 
assemblies. The children were fascinated 
with the Starship Technologies shopping 
delivery robot, which they have seen in 
the local area for a while. They had lots of 
intriguing questions on how they operate.

http://www.oakgrove.school/Oakgrove-Primary-and-Nursery


Students embraced wholeheartedly 
opportunities that the BBC and CBBC 
gave to them, in order for their opinions 

to be heard. “We made our decision and 
what’s done is done”, was just one of the 
messages that the students communicated 
to their elders, who are still quarrelling over 
Brexit. 

BBC Young Reporter News Day gave some of 
our budding journalists, news readers and 
camera operators the opportunity to make 
the news for real, by recording stories that 
matter to them. 

TV production is a notoriously difficult 
industry to gain employment in, but two 
of Oakgrove’s Year 12s did just that, when 
they competed against thousands of other 
young people to secure work experience 
places. During February half-term, one 
student gained a place at Endemol Shine 
UK and the other at the BBC, working on 

Advising on how to stop adults arguing over Brexit; 
taking part in OU research on classroom talking and 
listening skills; and gaining an awareness of how to 
stay safe with the increase of knife crime, has meant 
that the students’ learning during the spring term was 
as inspirational and empowering, as it was topical. 

the technology programme ‘Click’. These high-
impact placements were a great opportunity 
and a fantastic achievement for the students.  

There was ‘A Kind of Magic’ atmosphere in 
Oakgrove Theatre when students performed 
Queen’s ‘Schools Will Rock You’, to packed 
audiences over three days. We were delighted, 
not only to welcome pupils from Middleton, 
Monkston and Oakgrove primary schools to the 
matinee, but also friends, family and the local 

Their report can found on the 
Newsround website at: 

www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/47064762 

Their news report is available to view at: 
www.mixital.co.uk/digitalmake/7njs6te8pk

BBC Newsround crew



The thought provoking 
and hard-hitting 
production ‘Breaking the 
Chain’ was performed 
to Year 8, by theatre 
company ‘Alter Ego’, to 
inform them on the risks 
and dangers of carrying 
knives. Parents were also 
invited to a showing at 
Kents Hill Park School.

‘Breaking the Chain’ 

community too, who filled 
the theatre to bursting 
during the evening. The 
staff and students worked 
incredibly hard to produce 
a highly entertaining show 
which, from the audience’s 
reaction, was a huge 
success and a thoroughly 
enjoyable performance.

In March, we held our 
second Shuffle Day of 
the year. Year 7s visited 
Kidzania in London, 
designed to help students experience 
the range of careers open to them when 
they finish school. They independently 
chose from a number of real-life 
activities and tested their skills in a 
variety of professions. Year 8 considered 
employability, stereotyping in sports and 
the importance of wellbeing. Making the 
right option choices, discussing family 
members’ occupations and assessing the 
positive risks, which develop resilience, 
were all examined by Year 9.

Oakgrove is the first school in MK to 
collaborate with the OU on a research 
project to test educational software, ‘Talk 
Factory’. A group of Year 7s met with a 
member of the Children’s Research 
Centre and trialled the technology-
enhanced learning software to see how 

beneficial it is to improving speaking and 
listening in the classroom.

Over 40 students attend chess club in the 
library every Friday, and in October last 
year, an annual tournament was set up. 
After all matches were played, two Year 
7s battled it out in the final in March. 
It took only seven minutes before the 
Chess Club had its first champion, who 
was awarded the Oakgrove Chess Club 
Trophy, a medal and a badge.

The summer term will be a crucial time for 
Oakgrove’s Year 11 and Year 13, as they 
prepare to sit their GCSEs and A Levels. 
Weekly intervention sessions have been 
well attended and all Year 11s have now 
had a careers interview. We wish all of 
our students tremendous success in their 
examinations.

Cast of ‘Schools Will Rock You’

http://www.oakgrove.school/Oakgrove-Secondary


DO yOU HAvE A nEwSwOrTHy EvEnT Or STOry ABOUT 
THE grEAT wOrK THAT IS HAPPEnIng AT yOUr ScHOOl? 

If so, Deborah gerring, KET’s Marketing and communications 
Manager, would like to hear from you. She can be contacted on 

01908 533722 
or by email at  

deborah.gerring@ket.education 

mailto:deborah.gerring%40ket.education%20?subject=Insight%20News%20Stories
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