Welcome to our first edition
and a Happy New Year

A

s CEO of the Kingsbridge Educational
Trust, I am delighted to provide the
introduction for the first edition of
our new, termly, Trust magazine.
As well as welcoming our most recent
addition, Kents Hill Park ‘all-through’
school to the Trust, I thought I would
share some information as to how things
currently stand.

At present, the Trust employs 380 staff, of
which 200 are teachers. This makes us a
major employer in the area. We educate
3228 pupils and, when all schools
are operating at full capacity, this will
increase to 4530. We are always looking
for new schools that might want to join
the Trust, so long as they share our values
and beliefs of providing an outstanding
quality of education for every child.
My thanks to all staff for the enormous
contribution that you have made to
improving children’s lives already this
academic year and, now that the festive
season is behind us, I look forward to
working with you on the exciting new
challenges in the term ahead.

Peter Barnes

The start of our journey in September 2018 seems like
such a long time ago now, but the staff at Kents Hill Park
Secondary and Primary have worked so hard to make
the school an exceptional environment for learning. We
continue to grow and develop as an ‘all-through’ school, a
community and as individuals.

A

significant moment
in our history so
far, has been the
appointment of our first
ever Head Boy and Head
Girl and their deputies.
The rigorous application
and interview process has
produced
outstanding
ambassadors for the
school. They have already
been heavily involved in the elections and interviews for other School Council posts.
We now have a full board of governors, including two parent and two staff governors. We are busy
interviewing and have appointed a number of teaching and non-teaching positions, in readiness for
September 2019.
We are working with Tom Sherrington over the course of this academic year; he is a successful
consultant and former headteacher - @teacherhead. His focus is on establishing high quality teaching
based on the principles of instruction and on Tharby and Allison’s ‘Making Every Lesson Count’. They
identify six strands to effective teaching and learning, which are: challenge, expectation, modelling,
practice, questioning and feedback. These will be key to staff lesson development as we grow. Tom
is also working with Kents Hill Park on curriculum development and on the establishment of our
knowledge-rich curriculum. He has also asked for the school to feature as
a case-study in his next book.

Kents Hill Park is carrying
out research on reading
and the raising of standards
of comprehension, fluency
and knowledge. We have
identified a series of set texts
that all pupils will read over
the course of the year. These
include titles such as: Little
women, The Memory Cage,
Lord of the Flies, Of Mice and
Men, A Wrinkle in Time and
Treasure Island.
Also, as part of our research
drive, we have established
links with our neighbour the Open
University and are considering a number
of projects that the OU are keen for us to
be involved in.
We held a Year 3 Open Evening in
November, which was extremely
successful. Many families attended the
school to see what an exceptional place
Kents Hill Park is.
We have recently unveiled the results of
our whole-school art project focusing on
Jackson Pollock. The results are fantastic
and will soon take pride of place in the
atrium.
A number of Kents Hill Park
pupils were placed in the top
5% nationally in their recent
Bebras challenge. The aim of
the challenge is to introduce
computational thinking and
to encourage pupils all over
the world to get excited about
computing.
Coding club is incredibly popular
and the children were enthralled
by the recent visit of Starship
Technologies, who explained how the
white vehicles we see trundling around
the redways work.
Weekly sports fixtures have resulted in
excellent outcomes on many occasions,
against much larger schools. The
participation and spirit of Year 7 has been

first rate and we have always been able
to field full teams against schools with
greater cohorts. Most notably, the girls
team won their first football match and
continue to go from strength to strength.
For Children in Need the school raised
£130 in November, which was gratefully
received by the charity. At our end of
term assemblies, Year 3 entertained
everyone with their Christmas song and
Year 7 pupils showed their talents in
music and poetry. We held our first-ever
Christmas lunch and came together as a
whole school community, which made it
feel really special.

Kents Hill Park
pupils placed in
top 5% in Bebras
Challenge

Middleton

It has been a very rewarding and exciting first term for all
at Middleton School, not just academically, but with lots
of thought-provoking enrichment activities too.
We were particularly delighted that our success in the
2018 SATs and the exceptional work and commitment of
our staff in teaching phonics and early reading has been
recognised.

I

t was in November when the school was
congratulated for its outstanding achievement
in the government’s 2018 phonics screening
check, by the School Standards Minister, Nick
Gibb, MP. He enthused in his letter that 96% of
pupils at Middleton reached or exceeded the
pass mark.
Middleton were then ranked as the top primary
school in Milton Keynes for attainment,
following the publication of the Department for
Education performance tables and, with 100%
of pupils meeting the expected standard in their
reading and maths SAT tests, it puts the school
in the enviable position of being in the top 1%
of primaries in the country. These impressive
results demonstrate that the school’s focus
on providing a creative curriculum, which has
a strong emphasis on learning the basic skills
of English and Maths, has paid dividends. The
school’s results were also acknowledged in the
Sunday Times 2018 Best Primary Schools in
England, placing Middleton 37th in the country.
We were thrilled that the EYFS data for 2018
indicated that the school is significantly above
national requirements. Sincere thanks must
go to the staff, parents and pupils who worked
together to achieve these results.
A specially commissioned piece of artwork,
created by mosaic artist Dionne Ible, has taken
pride of place in the school’s outdoor area. The
whole school was invited to submit ideas for
the design, Dionne then took these away and
incorporated them into a piece that reflects
Middleton School’s values and our love of
learning.

Generous donations to the charity Children in
Need, raised the amazing sum of over £525.
Dressing up in all things spotty, creating Pudsey
story boards and enjoying delicious bakes in an
after school cake sale, were just some of the fun
activities that helped towards the impressive
contribution.

The school spent a week gaining an
understanding about the importance of
Remembrance Day and the significance of
the centenary of the end of the First World
War. We held our own Remembrance Day
event, which was attended by families
and the British Legion. The Student
Council then represented the school
in a Remembrance Day parade, which
concluded with a service at Woughton
Parish Memorial. The British Legion sent
a lovely thank you card for our donation
of over £400 to the Poppy Appeal.

The lead up to the end of
term was an exciting time
for the children, with the
School Choir performing
at the Middleton Lantern
festival, the Christmas Fayre,
nativities and discos. Thanks
to the festive donation from
Waitrose, a real Christmas
tree in reception added to
the seasonal cheer.

O

ur main focus has been on writing across
the curriculum, but not just in literacy
lessons. We have developed our levels
of differentiation and scaffolded frames for
writing to help our SEN pupils and to encourage
our higher ability children, through more
stretch and challenge activities. Teachers have
been inspired by lesson demonstrations from
volunteer members of staff showing these
improved methods in play. It has helped identify
our high achievers and those pupils with lower
ability. Teacher observations will continue in
the New Year and we are excited to see even
more engaging and challenging differentiated
activities, across all subjects in the curriculum.
A new school wide sponsored read event was
launched at half term and every child had the
opportunity to log how much they read in a
week and raise funds towards new books for the
library. As an incentive, because the school was
doing so well, Usbourne Books increased the
target and the winning class then helped pick
out new books. It was a huge success and will
now form part of our yearly fundraising events.
Year 5 have had a particularly busy start to the
year with the annual ‘Bikeability’ scheme. As
a result of the programme, children now feel
safer and more confident when cycling out
on the roads. The year group also had visitors
from Anglian Water to support their Rivers

unit of work for geography, learning ways
to conserve water and they even had a go at
making imitation sewage! A visit from the
Buckinghamshire Fire Department gave them
an opportunity to discuss their home fire safety
plan and they learnt ways in which to stay safe
if ever near a fire.
Year 2 enjoyed their visit to MK Village Church,
relishing spotting the Christian artefacts and
objects, which they had been learning about in
the classroom.
KS1
and
Reception
children have had their
productions and nativities
in the Autumn term, all
performing
amazingly
well. Reception classes
also had stay and play
sessions and they invited
parents in to see and
experience the variety of
focused activities which
our EYFS team offer the
children daily.

Monkston

Monkston Primary had
a fantastic start to the
academic year. We were
especially proud of our
recent success in being
listed in the Sunday Times
top 1% of schools in the
country for attainment. This
is down to the hard work
and commitment by staff
and children to achieve our
best and to ‘Never, never,
never give up!’

Year 5 experienced what it would
be like to live as a Tudor. They
learnt about beeswax candle
production, making soap and took
part in a Tudor feast. After dinner
entertainment included dancing, a
play and singing.
The Spring term will start with our
‘More Able and Motivated’ trips
and projects being launched. We
are especially looking forward to
Science Day, British Values Week,
World Book Day, a trip to the
Recycling Centre and much more!

We have developed our levels of
differentiation and scaffolded frames
for writing to help our SEN pupils and to
encourage our higher ability children

T

he school is in the unique position of having
its very own science laboratory, which is
fully kitted out with Bunsen burners and
is used by Year 2 upwards. It has proved very
popular with the pupils and gives them an
insight into science.
British values was a topic that Year 6 enjoyed last
term and the school was decorated with lots of
union jack bunting. The pupils particularly had
fun participating in the quizzes, learning lots of
facts about the UK.
Being part of an all-through school, has meant
that we are in the unique position of being able
to draw on the knowledge of Oakgrove sixth
form students. They have been invaluable in
giving up their time and helping the primary
pupils with their maths, in preparation for the
Young Mathematician Award competition. We
recently made it through the first round and are
waiting to hear if we have been successful in
reaching the final round.
With only 60 children in KS2 when we first
opened, one of the hardest challenges was
competing in sport. What we lacked in skills
though, the children certainly made up for with
enthusiasm and they always headed out to their
fixtures with 100% commitment. The results
were rarely in our favour, and often the pupils
would return to school having been beaten in
a spectacular fashion. We were so proud of
the way in which they took these losses in their
stride and never gave up.

Our sports provision has developed since then.
Last year, Dom Parrella, our new Teacher of
Sport was tasked with the development of our
after school sport provision, with the aim of
providing quality sports based activity clubs for
all children. We now offer a wide range of after
school sports and last year 78% of our pupils took
part in at least one club, which Dom is aiming to
increase, to at least 85% this year. In September,
Dom introduced our Lunchtime Sport Leaders
scheme and he has also encouraged a large
number of secondary pupils to give up some
of their spare time to support many of his after
school clubs.

What a successful start
to the new academic
year it has been for
Oakgrove, with so
many achievements to
celebrate.

T

he most notable of these was
being ranked as the best secondary
school in Milton Keynes for GCSE
attainment. This proves just what can be
achieved with dedicated quality teaching
and the sheer hard work of our students.
Last term we welcomed a new cohort
of 300 Year 7s and 125 Year 12s into
our school community. The number of
applications for Year 7 was particularly
strong, with over 1200 placing Oakgrove
as one of their preferred choices.
In November, staff and students attended
a 100 year centenary service in Coffee Hall
to mark the end of World War 1 and to
recognise the bravery and commitment
made by our armed forces. Back at
school, the students explored the impact
of WW1 and the courage of individuals
and communities from around the world.

Four months into this year and our footballers
have started to return after matches as winners,
our basketball team made it to the MKSSP
Basketball Shield finals and some of our runners
in our Cross Country team finished in the top
15 of the Milton Keynes Championships. We
are obviously very proud of their successes
and wins, but what makes us prouder is how
they have developed and grown over the last
two years from all the hard work and practise
they have put in. On their journey, they have
all shown an amazing sense of team spirit and
resilience and proved that you don’t have to win
at a game to be a winner!

The lead up to the festive season was a
busy one, with two of our sixth formers
winning the final of the 2018 MK Schools
Parliamentary Debating competition,
held in the impressive and historic
Grand Committee Room at the House of
Commons.

Shuffle Day for Years 7-9 was enjoyed
by both students and representatives
from 20 businesses, including Mercedes,
Santander and Nifty Lift. The inspirational
day was designed for business experts,
not only to get involved in the enterprise
and development activities, but for them
to share their knowledge and advice with
the students.

Multi-award-winning
authors
Julia
Golding and Mark Walden visited the
school to talk to students about creating

Oakgrove

In September 2016, Oakgrove Primary School’s doors were
opened for the first time and we welcomed 180 pupils to
their new school. Now with 379 pupils, including nursery
children, the school is rapidly expanding and delivering
excellent teaching provision for the local community.

fictional characters, developing plots and
building suspense, as part of the school’s
annual Book Week.

At the Sixth Form Open Evening we had
a record turnout of both internal and
external applicants. Excellent student
ambassadors from our current Years 12
and 13 volunteered their time to talk to
prospective applicants.
The Oakgrove Christmas Carol concert
was held at All Saints church in Milton
Keynes Village. The evening was a
wonderful introduction to the season and
showcased the individual and combined
talents of the school’s music department.
We are looking forward to the Spring
Term and our continued success in 2019.
With its focus on primary professional
development and training, the newly
rebranded Innovate Teaching School
Partnership is looking to expand its network
of schools. We offer a wide range of high
quality, excellent value development
opportunities. To find out more visit:
https://www.innovatetsp.org/index.php/
innovate-home

Do you have a newsworthy event or story about
the great work that is happening at your school?
If so, Deborah Gerring, KET’s Marketing and Communications
Manager, would like to hear from you. She can be contacted on

01908 533722
or by email at

deborah.gerring@ket.education

www.ket.education
enquiries@ket.education
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